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ABSTRACT 
This poster highlights the connections between independent media, information activism, and disability through a 
case study of the podcast Death Panel and its listeners. Death Panel is a leftist podcast that explores issues of 
affordability in medical care and the dearth of public health resources. The ongoing project explores the independent 
media created by disabled people that concern their frustrations with societal and governmental neglect, and their 
desires to build community and a collective political movement for social change. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, 
WKH�SRGFDVW¶V�OLVWHQHUVKLS�KDV�JURZQ�VXEVWDQWLDOO\��6LPLODUO\��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�PHPEHUV�LQ�WKH�'HDWK�3DQHO�'LVFRUG�
group has increased to over 2,000 members over the past two years. As of February 21st, 2023, there are 2,954 
members in the Discord server. For many members, especially those who are disabled and chronically ill, the 
SRGFDVW¶V�'LVFRUG�KDV�VHUYHG�DV�D�VLJQLILFDQW�VLWH�RI�SROLWLFL]DWLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQLW\-building during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Through semi-structured interviews, this project will explore the political and activist implications of 
information for marginalized people. 
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INTRODUCTION 
As stay-at-home orders were instituted worldwide at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, disability communities 
were optimistic about the newfound possibilities for nondisabled people to show solidarity and the reimagination of 
everyday life (Goggin & Ellis, 2020; Thelwall & Levitt, 2020). However, inequalities nonetheless worsened while 
many called for D�³UHWXUQ�WR�QRUPDO�´�$V�QRQGLVDEOHG�SHRSOH�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKHLU�SUHYLRXV�ZD\V�RI�OLYLQJ�LQ�ZKDW�PDQ\�
GHFODUHG�WKH�³SRVW-SDQGHPLF�´�GLVDEOHG�DQG�FKURQLFDOO\�LOO�SHRSOH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�VWD\�DW�KRPH��$V�WKH�JHQHUDO�
SRSXODWLRQ¶V�VROLGDULVWLF�VHQWLPHQWV�ZDQHG��GLVDbled people grew frustrated. The Death Panel podcast responded to 
these frustrations. Founded in 2018, the leftist podcast gained international recognition during the pandemic as it 
commented on the multiple failures of COVID-19 policies and the privatization of healthcare, internationally. The 
podcast employs a leftist, disability justice-informed approach to examine how the profit-driven healthcare 
HFRV\VWHP�XWLOL]HV�FRQVWUXFWV�RI�³KHDOWK�´�³GLVDELOLW\�´�DQG�³LOOQHVV´�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�DGKHUe to 
FDSLWDOLVW�QRWLRQV�RI�WKH�LGHDO�ZRUNHU�DV�³VXUSOXV´�SRSXODWLRQV��7KH�SRGFDVW�H[SORUHV�KRZ�WKHVH�H[FOXVLRQDU\�ORJLFV�
adversely affect those at the margins due to racism, ableism, sexism, and classism and their intersections, as well as 
undermine solidarity between different populations.  

The project involves a case study of Death Panel podcast and its listeners. Over the past three years, the listener base 
has increased exponentially (Doran, 2020). For many liVWHQHUV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�GLVDEOHG��WKH�SRGFDVW¶V�
online community on the instant messaging application Discord has served as a significant site of politicization and 
community-building during the pandemic (McNamara, 2021). This project explores information activism in the 
Death Panel community, with particular attention to how information is politicized for disabled and chronically ill 
people during health crises such as the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

The project builds upon critical information science research that explores the information practices of activists 
(McKinney, 2020) and multidisciplinary research that explores political participation within disability communities. 
Unlike existing research within information science, the project aims to make novel connections between critical 
approaches in disability studies, Black feminist theory, and feminist studies. The approaches intersect in their 
interrogation of the institutions and structures that further inequality. As critical research methods, they underscore 
how identities, institutions, and social practices are linked to broader relations of power. The approaches are 
similarly concerned with exploring the overlooked nuances and operations of power within an issue, rather than 
proving or disproving predetermined hypotheses (Myers & Klein, 2011). By mapping the connections between 
information activism DQG�³HWKLFV�RI�FROOHFWLYH�FDUH´��6LOEHU���������WKLV�SURMHFW�ZLOO�outline the informational aspects 
of activism that enumerate possibilities for a coalition-based politics of care. 

The case study of the Death Panel podcast and its surrounding community underscores how information is integral 
to the cultivation of radical politics and solidarity-driven activism. The project departs from existing research within 
information science that examines disabled people¶V isolation through one-dimensional, single-axis frameworks of 
identity (Sum et al., 2022; Trevisan, 2020), and instead embraces a political interpretation of disability that 
challenges racist conceptions of deviance and normality. 

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1002%2Fpra2.949&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-10-22
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While there are interdisciplinary information science scholars who locate themselves within feminist and disability 
studies scholarship, it is uncommon that they situate racism and white supremacy as central concerns of their work 
(Brilmyer, 2022; Goggin & Newell, 2007; Hill, 2013; Olson, 1997). To further expand on the intersectional issues 
surrounding information science¶V�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�GLVDELOLW\�VWXGLHV��WKLV�SURMHFW�explores disabled people¶V�
community-and movement-building practices with attention to how ableism is connected to systems of power such 
as white supremacy and heteropatriarchy. This is not to conflate the differential material realities of racism and 
ableism, but rather to explore the interrelations between ableism and white supremacy as they are produced by 
logics that devalue individuals based on deviations from white supremacist ideals of race, class, gender and ability. 
These connections have not yet been deeply explored in critical information science research. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
The project explores the activist implications of information during an ongoing pandemic through a case study that 
examines leftist independent media and the information practices that surround it. More specifically, the project 
explores the independent media created by disabled people that concerns not only their frustrations with regards to 
societal and governmental neglect, but their desires to build community and a collective political movement toward 
radical social change. The aim of this project is to explore the political implications of information and its 
connections to emancipatory movement-building practices utilizing an interdisciplinary lens with a foundation in 
feminist-of-color disability studies (Schalk & Kim, 2020). Therefore, this research project will undertake a novel 
bridging between critical information science, disability studies, and feminist-of-color theory. Relevant literature 
concerning information activism, feminist ethics of care, and online disability activism will be explored. The 
theoretical implications of the study lie within its interdisciplinary approach and expanded definition of political 
participation that considers the role of information within the networks of care integral to social change. However, 
the impact of this study extends beyond academic discourse. The reformulation of political participation and 
coalition building is relevant to policy concerning political access and engagement in disability communities. 

METHODS 
The research design consists of a qualitative case study of the Death Panel podcast and its listeners, which includes 
qualitative semi-structured interviews as its primary method (Lareau, 2021). The semi-structured interview method 
is utilized to garner an in-depth understanding of OLVWHQHUV¶�RZQ�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�their communal information 
activism. Archival and textual analysis methods will also be utilized to provide historical context of associated 
disability activist movements (Brennen, 2022; Moore et al., 2016). To trace WKH�OLQHDJH�RI�WKH�SRGFDVW¶V�SROLWLFDO�
economic and disability justice-informed analytical approaches, the author will consult past health policy documents 
and mainstream media accounts of policy decisions using textual analysis methods. The researcher will also use 
archival methods (Caswell, 2021; Moore et al., 2016) to examine the archives of radical health- and disability-
related movements in the United States such as the Disability Rights and Independent Living Movement Project at 
the University of California Berkeley.  

Through the use of multiple qualitative methods including semi-structured interviews, textual analyses and archival 
methods, the study aims to provide a multimodal analysis that clearly articulates the connections between the 
interrelated histories of health policies, governmental austerity measures, activist movements and the healthcare 
crisis of the contemporary moment. Using archival and textual analysis methods, the study follows a Foucauldian 
genealogical approach to examine such issues (Ben-Moshe, 2020; Foucault, 1972; Foucault & Bouchard, 1977). In 
utilizing such an approach, the study aims to situate the podcast within historical context. 

CONCLUSION 
The project makes several contributions to the information science and disability studies literature. First, it broadens 
the scope of political participation to encompass activities such as creating zines, exchanging leftist literature, and 
hosting reading groups. The existing literature often focuses on GLVDEOHG�SHRSOH¶V exclusion from dominant forms of 
political participation such as voting and policy creation with focus on their isolation from such activities (Mhiripiri 
& Midzi, 2021; Trevisan, 2020). This project explores disabled people¶V political participation through their 
engagement with independent media. Rather than focusing on structural exclusion, the project centers community- 
and movement-building as means of political participation. Additionally, the project opts for a broader definition of 
political participation that includes activities such as zine-making and the sharing of radical literature. 

The study extends the subset of feminist information science literature within critical information science (Floegel & 
Costello, 2022; Gray, 2020; McKinney, 2020). The feminist information science literature has not built upon 
disability studies literature and Black feminist theory. By adopting a critical information science lens, this project 
explores how information is integral to the cultivation of solidarity that is foundational to activism and societal 
transformation. The project underscores the importance of a transformative coalition-based politics of care that arise 
from these often-overlooked affinities. Additionally, this project will combine complementary critical information 
science concepts and feminist theoretical approaches that have yet to be explored jointly in the literature. 

 23739231, 2023, 1, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://asistdl.onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1002/pra2.949 by R

utgers U
niversity L

ibraries, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [30/09/2025]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense



 

ASIS&T Annual Meeting 2023 1076  Posters 

REFERENCES 
Ben-Moshe, L. (2020). Decarcerating disability: Deinstitutionalization and prison abolition. U of Minnesota Press. 
Brennen, B. (2022). Textual Analysis. In Qualitative research methods for Media Studies (pp. 213±247). Routledge. 
Brilmyer, G. (20�����³7KH\�:HUHQ¶W�1HFHVVDULO\�'HVLJQHG�ZLWK�/LYHG�([SHULHQFHV�RI�'LVDELOLW\�LQ�0LQG´��7KH�$IIHFW�RI�

$UFKLYDO�,Q�$FFHVVLELOLW\�DQG�³(PRWLRQDOO\�([SHQVLYH´�6SDWLDO�8Q�%HORQJLQJ��Archivaria: The Journal of the Association of 
Canadian Archivists, 94, 120±153. https://doi.org/10.7202/1094878ar 

Caswell, M. (2021). Dusting for fingerprints: Introducing feminist standpoint appraisal. Journal of Critical Library and 
Information Studies, 3(2). 

'RUDQ��.���������0D\������+RZ�+HDOWK�&DUH�3RGFDVW�µ7KH�'HDWK�3DQHO¶�%HFDPe a Must-Listen for Influential Artists. ARTnews. 
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/the-death-panel-podcast-1202689005/ 

Floegel, D., & Costello, K. L. (2022). Methods for a feminist technoscience of information practice: Design justice and 
speculative futurities. Journal of the Association for Information Science and Technology, 73(4), 625±634. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24597 

Foucault, M. (1972). The archaeology of knowledge. Harper & Row. 
Foucault, M., & Bouchard, D. F. (1977). Nietzsche, Genealogy, History. In Language, Counter-Memory, Practice: Selected 

Essays and Interviews. Cornell University Press. 
Goggin, G., & Ellis, K. (2020). Disability, communication, and life itself in the COVID-19 pandemic. Health Sociology Review, 

29(2), 168±176. https://doi.org/10.1080/14461242.2020.1784020 
Goggin, G., & Newell, C. (2007). The business of digital disability. The Information Society, 23(3), 159±168. 
Gray, L. (2020). Empowered collective: Formulating a black feminist information community model through archival analysis. 

Proceedings of the Association for Information Science and Technology, 57(1), e425. https://doi.org/10.1002/pra2.425 
Hill, H. (2013). Disability and accessibility in the library and information science literature: A content analysis. Library & 

Information Science Research, 35(2), 137±142. 
Lareau, A. (2021). Listening to people: A practical guide to interviewing, participant observation, data analysis, and writing it 

all up. University of Chicago Press. 
McKinney, C. (2020). Information activism: A queer history of lesbian media technologies. Duke University Press. 
McNamara, R. (2021, March 29). How Artists Used the Discord App to Build Community During COVID-19. Hyperallergic. 

http://hyperallergic.com/632565/how-artists-used-the-discord-app-to-build-community-during-covid-19/ 
0KLULSLUL��1��$���	�0LG]L��5����������)LJKWLQJ�IRU�VXUYLYDO��3HUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV¶�DFWLYLVP�IRU�WKH�PHGLDWLVDWLRQ�RI�&29ID-19 

information. Media International Australia, 178(1), 151±167. https://doi.org/10.1177/1329878X20967712 
Moore, N., Salter, A., Stanley, L., & Tamboukou, M. (2016). The archive project: Archival research in the social sciences. 

Routledge. 
Myers, M. D., & Klein, H. K. (2011). A set of principles for conducting critical research in information systems. MIS Quarterly, 

17±36. 
2OVRQ��+��$����������7KH�IHPLQLVW�DQG�WKH�HPSHURU¶V�QHZ�FORWKHV��)HPLQLVW�GHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�DV�D�FULWLFDO�PHWKRGRORJ\�IRU�OLEUDUy 

and information studies. Library & Information Science Research, 19(2), 181±198. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0740-
8188(97)90042-6 

Schalk, S., & Kim, J. B. (2020). Integrating race, transforming feminist disability studies. Signs: Journal of Women in Culture 
and Society, 46(1), 31±55. https://doi.org/10.1086/709213 

Sum, C. M., Alharbi, R., Spektor, F., Bennett, C. L., Harrington, C. N., Spiel, K., & Williams, R. M. (2022). Dreaming Disability 
Justice in HCI. CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems Extended Abstracts, 1±5. 

Thelwall, M., & Levitt, J. M. (2020). Retweeting Covid-19 disability issues: Risks, support and outrage. El Profesional de La 
Información (EPI), 29(2). https://doi.org/10.3145/epi.2020.mar.16 

7UHYLVDQ��)����������³'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�EH�D�ZHOO-LQIRUPHG�FLWL]HQ��RU�GR�\RX�ZDQW�WR�EH�VDQH"´�6RFial media, disability, mental 
health, and political marginality. Social Media+ Society, 6(1), 1±11. https://doi.org/10.1177/2056305120913909 

 
 

 

 23739231, 2023, 1, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://asistdl.onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1002/pra2.949 by R

utgers U
niversity L

ibraries, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [30/09/2025]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense




